
 

 

 

 

 

January 4, 2016 

 

Amy Kelley 

Code EV21.AK 

Naval Facilities Engineering  

  Command Southwest 

1220 Pacific Highway 

Building 1, 5th Floor 

San Diego, CA  92132 

 

Subject: Final Environmental Impact Statement for Military Readiness Activities at Fallon Range 

Training Complex, Nevada (CEQ# 20150339) 

 

Dear Ms. Kelley: 

 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the above-referenced document 

pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 

regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and our NEPA review authority under Section 309 of the Clean 

Air Act.   

 

EPA reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and provided comments to the Air 

Force on March 18, 2015.  We rated the DEIS as Environmental Objections – Insufficient Information 

(EO-2) based on potential impacts from unexploded ordnance and off-range munitions contamination on 

the Walker River Tribal Reservation, which is adjacent to bombing range B-19, and potential 

noncompliance with the Military Munitions Rule of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA).  We also expressed concerns regarding tribal consultation and coordination with the Walker 

River Tribe, the Range Condition Assessments for assessing the potential for off-site contaminant 

migration, and the completeness and accuracy of the noise impact analysis.  We appreciate the 

additional information in the FEIS that responds to these comments; however, we continue to have 

concerns regarding the progress of addressing off-range munitions with the Walker River Tribe and the 

completeness of the Range Condition Assessments, as discussed below.   

 

The Navy provided additional information, in both the FEIS and during a June 4, 2015 conference call, 

regarding compliance with the Military Munitions Rule for future training scenarios where munitions 

fall outside the Range and onto the Walker River Indian Reservation.  We are aware that, subsequent to 

receipt of our comment letter, the Navy initiated an update of the 2007 Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the Tribe that established a reporting and assistance process for the Navy to follow in the 

event that munitions land on the Walker River Indian Reservation or other health and safety incidents 

occur that affect the Tribe.  The FEIS indicates that, while the MOU expired in May 2012, the Navy 

intends to follow the expired MOU as much as possible until an updated MOU, or other agreements with 

the Tribe, are in place.  Since the MOU has not yet been finalized, we strongly recommend that the 

Record of Decision include a clear commitment to work with the Tribe to finalize the MOU in a timely 

manner, preferably prior to increases in training anticipated under the Proposed Action. 

 

The 2007 MOU does not address legacy off-range munitions on the Reservation, which continue to 

burden the Tribe and limit use of a portion of the Reservation.  According to the FEIS, the presence of 
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